September 8, 2009
City of Fennville

The regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Fennville was called to order in City Hall at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Rastall.
Commissioners Present: Rastall, Meyaard, Cummins, Watson, Pantelleria, Morse, Suerth. 
Commissioners Absent:  

Public present: Attorney Dan Martin; Colleen Rae, Local Observer; Walt Kaechele, Allegan County News.
The pledge of allegiance was recited.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Approved as printed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Moved Suerth, second Cummins, to approve the minutes of the August 17, 2009 meetings as presented.  Ayes: All. MOTION CARRIED.  
COMMUNICATIONS:   
2373 – 58th STREET PURCHASE: Reviewed letter from Calderon in regards to purchasing three acres.
PAT FOSTER FOIA APPEAL:  Moved Meyaard, second Watson to allow Pat Foster to review the ballots after ten business days unless the Attorney General rules otherwise, at the cost of the clerk’s hours, benefits and any coping. Ayes: Cummins, Watson, Pantelleria, Morse, Suerth, Meyaard.  Nays:  Rastall.
OLD BUSINESS:  
SECOND READING FIRE & EMERGENCY SERVICE COST RECOVERY ORDINANCE:  Tabled.

ASSESSOR POSITION:  Reviewed candidates.  Moved Pantelleria, second Suerth, to hire Ted Gruizenga for the Assessor Position at $10,500.00 for the first two years and $7,000.00 for the third year as indicated on the contract and to adjust the general fund budget accordingly.  Ayes:  Watson, Pantelleria, Suerth, Rastall, Cummins.  Nays: Morse.  Abstain:  Meyaard.  MOTION CARRIED.  

NEW BUSINESS
SECURITY SYSTEM BIDS:  Reviewed the bids.  The commission would like us to look into a panic button and to call electricians for a cost for motion detection sensory lights.  Deputy Flokstra reviewed the police report from July and August.  Reported that he had found someone bird watching down by the lagoons and the person stated that he had permission.  This should be treated as trespassing and will not be allowed.

COMPUTER BIDS: Moved Morse, second Suerth to accept the bid from Bloomingdale for a new computer for the assessor and adjust the general fund budget accordingly.  Ayes:  All.  MOTION CARRIED.

LANDSCAPE DESIGN – DARPEL & ASSOCIATES:  Moved Meyaard, second Morse to grant permission to use our right-of-way for their landscape design.  Ayes:  All.  MOTION CARRIED.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

FINANCIAL/PERSONNEL REPORT:  Reviewed history of cash and investments.  Pantelleria reported on the water system expansion for Birds Eyes.  MEDC needs twenty-three more surveys otherwise the project will not proceed.
CITY SERVICES:  ESC will meet on Thursday at the ambulance barn.  The Fire Department will be having a water ball tournament on Saturday, September 12 at 1:00 p.m. behind the fire barn.  
CITY PROPERTIES:  Cummins reported that the weeds on the DDA lot have been cut down. 
ORDINANCES/COMMUNITY RELATIONS:  Morse thanked Walt and Colleen for the coverage for the Relay for Life.  Pantelleria reported that we had received a response for the farm house and Paradise Park grant.  Moved Rastall, second Meyaard not to pursue the farm house grant.  Ayes:  All.  MOTION CARRIED. There will be a meeting on Thursday, Sept. 10th at 6:00 p.m. at the City Hall to review the requirements for the Paradise Park grant.
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT:  Planning Commission will meet on Wednesday Sept. 9, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.
ADMINISTRATION/DDA:  The DDA quarterly business meeting will be on Monday, Sept. 14, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. at the Salt of the Earth.  
MISCELLANEOUS:  Gary Tuhacek sent a letter requesting volunteers for the Well Head Protection Team.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  
APPROVAL OF BILLS:  Moved Pantelleria, second Rastall, to approve payment of the bills as printed in the amount of $14,993.94. Ayes:  All.  MOTION CARRIED.  
Meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m.  The next meeting of the City Commission will be held on Monday September 21, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Phenix

Fennville City Clerk 
